WESLEYAN  TRACTS. 


LARGE  SERIES.— No.  II. 

THE  SIN  OF  LICENTIOUSNESS. 


The  family  relation  is  the  foundation  of  all  social 
order.  Woman  in  her  place,  as  a  social  being, 
sustaining  the  relation  of  wife  and  mother,  is 
the  charm  of  the  domestic  circle,  a  personage  of 
unparalled  dignity,  holding  the  keys  of  the  moral 
destiny  of  the  world.  But  when  chastity  is  vio¬ 
lated,  woman’s  glory  is  lost :  her  dignity  has  de¬ 
parted,  her  smile  is  ghastly,  and  her  very  touch 
contaminating.  She  is  an  angel  fallen  from 
heaven  to  the  depths  of  hell,  and  may  be  a  most 
efficient  agent  in  poisoning  all  the  fountains  of 
human  bliss. 

Woman  is  naturally  chaste — she  possesses  an 
innate  abhorrence  of  impurity,  planted  in  her 
bosom  by  the  hand  of  God.  Man  is  the  seducer 
and  the  art  of  seductiou  recpures  more  study  than 
the  science  of  war.  The  skill  that  overcomes  the 
modesty  of  woman  is  as  great,  as  it  is  infernal. 
The  libertine  pursues  his  victim  like  a  panther 
upon  the  track  of  the  panting  deer.  When  she 
falls,  “  she  falls  like  stars  that  set  to  rise  no  more.” 

Neglected,  and  uncared  for,  scorned,  and  con¬ 
temned  by  her  own  sex  ;  in  despair,  she  leaves 
the  door  of  the  respectable,  from  which  she  is 
spurned,  and  returns  to  the  demon  that  ha3  de- 
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stroyed  her,  and  in  a  few  brief  years  her  loath¬ 
some  clay  is  carried  from  the  lowest  haunt  of  in¬ 
famy,  the  most  like  hell  of  any  spot  on  earth,  to 
a  grave,  where  oblivion  is  an  angel  of  mercy  ; 
while  the  villain  that  has  destroyed  her,  by  a  most 
false  and  wicked  popular  sentiment,  is  smiled  upon, 
and  admitted  into  the  most  refined  society  ;  and 
often  elevated  by  the  suffrages  of  the  people  to 
power  ;  and  sometimes  to  the  highest  offices  in 
this  nation. 

So  long  as  the  libertine  and  seducer  are  thus  en¬ 
couraged,  licentiousness  will  continue  ;  the  sacred 
sanctuary  of  home  will  be  invaded,  domestic  peace 
will  be  destroyed,  all  the  horrors  of  jealousy  and 
revenge,  will  rage,  and  the  gloomy  way  of  the 
harlot  will  be  thronged  by  myriads,  who  are  the 
loathsome  wreck  of  woman.  O  !  how  can  Chris¬ 
tian  men  and  women  see  the  lost  and  despairing 
ones,  about  our  cities,  and  not  feel  bound  to  hold 
in  contempt  the  libertine,  and  shut  him  from  all 
respectable  society.  The  matron  should  spurn 
him  from  her  door,  and  teach  her  daughters  to 
treat  him  with  withering  disdain. 

If  Christians  give  their  votes  for  men  guilty  of 
fornication,  or  adultery,  will  not  God  require  the 
blood  of  their  lost  victims  at  their  hands.  To 
promote  the  libertine  by  our  suffrages,  while  we 
lecture  against  licentiousness,  is  as  inconsistent, 
as  to  lecture  against  hydrophobia,  while  we  turn 
mad  dogs  loose  over  all  the  land. 

We  turn  from  the  horrors  that  follow  licentious¬ 
ness  on  earth,  from  the  demon  of  jealousy,  from 
loathsome  disease,  from  the  dishonored  bodies  of 
women  rotting  unburied  in  the  fields  about  mili¬ 
tary  camps,  and  from  the  doleful  wail  of  despair, 
to  view  the  terrors  of  that  great  day,  when  man 
and  woman  shall  be  judged  by  Him  who  has 
known  the  secrets  of  all  hearts.  Under  the 
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Mosaic  laws  adultery  was  punished  with  death, 
and  the  adulterer  went  with  the  murderer  to  the 
judgment ;  and  by  the  decree  of  Jehovah,  whore¬ 
mongers  and  adulterers,  are  to  have  their  part  in 
the  lake  that  burnetii  with  fire  and  brimstone, 
which  is  the  second  death. 

The  sanctity  of  the  family  relation,  is  the  basis 
of  the  order  and  happiness  of  human  society.  There 
is  no  analogy  between  the  condition  of  brutes,  and 
the  social  state  of  man.  They  are  sensual,  but  he 
is  intellectual.  The  distance  between  man  and 
brutes  is  almost  infinite,  and  yet  how  like  brutes 
the  most  of  men  have  lived  since  the  fall.  Licen¬ 
tiousness  has  been  the  universal  sin  of  pagan  na¬ 
tions  ;  it  has  been  represented  as  common  in  the 
celestial  regions,  among  their  gods,  and  has  been 
practised  in  the  most  revolting  manner  in  their 
temples. 

The  Mosaic  dispensation  came  when  all  earth 
was  enveloped  in  darkness,  and  arose  a  glorious 
light  in  the  earth.  It  was,  however,  like  the 
morning  star  ;  the  Glospel  has  followed  as  the 
rising  sun,  and  now  its  glorious  light  has  covered 
many  nations.  The  morning  star  is  lost  in  day, 
and  in  this  glorious  light,  how  clearly  we  see  the 
sacredness  of  the  family  relation.  Womans  rights 
are  seen  ;  the  “  Saviour’s  Golden  Itule,”  drives 
polygamy  from  Christendom. 

The  cruel  tyranny  of  man  over  the  physically 
feebler  sex  is  broken  where  the  gospel  exerts  its 
influence,  and  woman  arises  in  all  her  potent  love¬ 
liness,  as  the  chaste  virgin  ;  but  still  more  as  the 
discreet  matron,  at  the  head  of  her  household  ; 
O  !  the  beastliness  of  man  who  would  bring 
woman  down  from  her  high  position.  She  is 
naturally  chaste,  possessing  an  innate  horror  at 
the  thought  of  impurity.  Had  this  not  been  so 
the  art  of  seduction  would  have  needed  no  study. 
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That  woman  is  naturally  chaste,  is  disputed  by 
a  few,  who  see  no  beauty  in  chastity,  aud  who 
would  be  glad  to  see  the  whole  earth  one  great 
harem  of  pollution.  But  what  is  their  opinion, 
when  opposed  to  the  opinion  of  all  the  virtuous  in 
Christendom.  Woman  is  naturally  chaste  ;  many 
female  slaves  have  committed  suicide,  to  avoid 
dishonor. 

A  female  slave,  sold  some  years  ago  to  a  liber¬ 
tine  of  the  far  south,  for  infamy,  broke  away  from 
her  keepers  in  the  thronged  street,  and  ran  for 
her  honor.  She  attempted  to  cross  a  bridge,  but 
saw  men  before  and  behind,  and  on  all  sides,  pre¬ 
venting  her  escape.  She  looked  on  the  flowing 
water,  and  then  gave  a  last  look  o’er  landscape 
and  o’er  the  city  ;  with  its  church  spires  pointing 
to  heaven.  But  alas,  there  was  no  hope  of  help 
from  American  Christians.  She  leaped  from  the 
bridge,  and  went  unpolluted  beneath  the  dark 
waters. 

If  woman  is  naturally  chaste  why  do  some  fall  ? 
Because  all  human  ingenuity  is  exercised,  to  effect 
their  ruin.  Man  beseiges  the  strong  hold  of  pure 
intention,  and  when  the  base  wretch  succeeds  and 
looks  down  upon  his  victim,  fallen  to  rise  no  more  ; 
it  then  becomes  him  to  slander  the  whole  female 
sex.  Among  the  awful  wrecks  of  woman,  those 
living  in  infamy  in  our  larger  cities  and  dying 
often  in  the  morning  of  life  of  infamy’s  own  pesti¬ 
lence,  almost  unburied  and  unmourned  ;  "'over 
whose  end  gather  such  awful  clouds  of  gloom  ; 
how  few  could  be  found  who  came  to  this  condi; 
tion  from  choice. 

Standing  by  the  rudely  finished  and  obscure 
grave,  of  one  of  these  ;  it  is  natural  to  ask  ;  had 
she  a  mother’s  counsel?  The  answer  will  often  be, 
no.  Whose  eye  saw  her  simple  and  unadorned 
beauty,  when  she  was  rising  into  youth,  innocent 
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and  pure,  as  the  flowers  of  the  plain.  Was  it  one 
whose  Christian  soul  admired  her  purity?  one 
ready  to  aid  her  to  arise  to  woman’s  noble  dignity 
in  our  social  state  ?  No,  it  was  one  who  had  no 
soul  to  admire  female  purity  ;  one  who  had  no  in¬ 
terest  in  her  honor,  or  happiness,  in  time,  or  eter¬ 
nity.  O  !  demen  that  he  was,  who  looked  on  her 
with  unholy  lust,  and  followed  her  with  his  plans, 
professing  to  be  her  best  friend  and  when  his  pur¬ 
pose  was  gained  she  “  was  cast  abandoned  on  the 
world’s  wide  stage  and  doomed  in  scanty  poverty 
to  roam.” 

Now,  feeling  that  she  is  fallen  to  rise  more  ; 
she  only  wishes  to  escape  from  pollution,  go  into 
obscurity  and  live  and  die  in  repentance  ;  but 
turn  which  way  se  will,  she  is  met  by  some  arch¬ 
fiend,  some  adept  in  the  art  of  seduction  and  it 
hurried  on  step  by  step,  the  downward  way  to 
eternal  death. 

I  have  seen  an  adopted  daughter  in  a  pious 
family  in  this  western  valley,  picked  up  from  de¬ 
gradation  in  an  eastern  City  and  watched  over 
for  many  years,  by  the  lady  who  adopted  her, 
with  all  a  mother’s  solicitude,  with  counsels,  pray¬ 
ers  and  tears  ;  until  she  saw  her  adopted  into  the 
church  militant.  What  a  worthy  example  ! 
Would  to  God  that  there  were  many  such  moth¬ 
ers  in  Israel,  to  take  the  unproteetad  from  the  de¬ 
stroyer. 

Holy  wedlock  is  woman’s  defense  and  the 
guaranty  of  woman’s  power.  She  thanks  the 
gospel  for  the  influence  she  exerts  over  the  rising- 
generation.  How  beautiful  is  sacred  home.  Holy 
wedlock  is  one  of  the  achievements  of  Christiani¬ 
ty.  Infidelity  has  always  hated  the  restraints  of 
the  gospel.  Not  only  the  vulgar,  but  even  the 
most  refined  infidels  of  the  present  and  the  past 
centuries,  have  hinted  that  when  their  principles 
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triumph,  the  marriage  relation  will  cease  ;  and 
men  will  be  as  free  from  restraint  as  brutes.  Such 
principles  and  such  hopes  are  almost  wholly  con¬ 
fined  to  the  male  sex  ;  and  we  are  ashamed  to 
have  to  record  in  this  dark  catalogue,  the  name 
of  one  woman.  We  could  wish  for  the  honor  of 
her  sex,  that  oblivion  would  cover  the  name  of 
Frances  Wright  ;  but  oblivion  cannot.  Her  great, 
but  shockingly  perverted  intellect,  has  given  to 
her  notoriety,  and  her  hateful  name  will  go  down 
on  the  page  of  history,  a  dark  and  filthy  spot  to 
future  generatiods. 

Public  opinion  needs  reforming ;  it  is  unjust 
and  partial.  A  villainous  wretch  pursues  his 
victim  with  untiring  zeal,  with  all  the  arts  of 
seduction,  hypocritical  smiles  and  vows  of  per¬ 
jury  ;  and  when  she  is  cast,  abandoned  on  the 
chilling  winds  of  the  world’s  frown,  when  she  meets 
the  -tempest  in  the  street  at  midnight,  chil¬ 
led  and  dying,  her  guilty  seduce  is  in  the  splen¬ 
did  hall,  in  the  dance,  amidst  wine  aud  music  and 
the  smiles  of  beauty.  If  for  anythieg  woman 
deserves  unmeasured  censure,  it  is  for  not  driving 
by  her  frowns,  such  base  wretches  from  all  re¬ 
spectable  society.  Should  we  pamper  wolves 
about  or  sheepfolds.  Thre  is  a  power  in  the 
matron’s  frown  ;  it  is  more  potent  than  law  ;  but 
wdiat  does  this  avail,  while  she  drives  not  the 
seducer,  but  his  victim,  from  her  door.  There  is 
a  power  in  the  virgin’s  smile,  but  what  does  this 
avail,  when  she  admits  to  her  society  the  man  who 
has  seduced  her  neighbor’s  daughter.  Surely  the 
maiden  has  tarnished  her  reputation,  when  she 
allows  herself  to  be  courted  by  a  fornicator  and 
although  she  may  pride  herself  in  her  self-posses¬ 
ion  and  glory  in  the  strength  of  her  will,  yet  she 
must  have  lost  her  innate  purity  ;  and  if  she  make 
the  guilty  wretch  her  husband,  all  of  his  wealth 
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and  honor  will  be  poor  compensation  for  the 
virgin  purity  of  heart  that  she  has  abandoned  ;  aud 
if  in  after  years  her  husband  prove  untrue,  which 
will  be  very  probable,  she  will  be  far  less  to  be 
pitied  than  the  first  victim  of  his  guilt,  whom 
she  often  spurned  from  her  door. 

Some  years  ago,  I  was  called  upon  to  preach  a 
funeral  sermon  at  the  house  of  a  physician.  A 
patient,  a  woman,  had  died  there,  away  from  home 
and  friendless,  except  a  daughter,  an  only  child 
had  followed  her  to  this  last  retreat,  and  hung 
around  her  in  her  last  hour.  I  found  her  by  the 
coffin,  the  personification  of  woe.  Without  fath¬ 
er,  or  brother  or  sister  ;  she  had  felt  bound  to  her 
mother  in  the  vale  of  poverty  by  a  tie,  that  even 
death  could  not  break  ;  and  her  heart  seemed  to 
go  into  the  coffin  with  the  cold  clay. 

As  I  addressed  this  solitary  mourner,  I  thought 
the  assembly,  though  strangers  were  all  humane, 
and  friendly  ;  and  I  was  not  then  aware  that 
there  was  a  wolf  there,  in  the  person  of  the  Dr’s, 
son,  resolving  on  her  ruin.  She  was  persuaded  to 
remain  at  the  house  where  her  mother  died,  and 
went  forth  seduced  and  abandoned,  and  long  ago 
went  from  a  friendless  world  to  the  tomb.  The 
gay  and  the  business  world  has  been  going  on, 
and  the  poor  seduced  orphan  has  seldom  been 
named,  and  her  grave  will  soon  be  forgotten.  The 
Dr’s,  second  marriage  brought  into  the  family  his 
wife’s  daughter,  a  young  and  innocent  girl.  She 
was  seduced  by  the  libertine  son  and  went  to  an 
early  grave.  It  was  now  hoped  that  remorse 
would  deter  him  from  farther  sin,  but  abandoned 
of  all  virtue  and  depraved  to  the  last  extreme,  he 
found  another  victim.  A  family  had  recently 
moved  into  his  vicinity,  whose  eldest  daughter  was 
employed  in  the  Dr’s,  family,  and  the  wicked  son, 
who  by  a  defect  in  our  laws,  was  out  of  prison  and 
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allowed  to  go  at  large,  made  her  his  victim.  The 
distress  of  the  worthy  parents  can  never  be  de¬ 
scribed,  when  their  child  came  home  in  disgrace. 
God  will  bring  this  guilty  man  to  trial 

Rome  was  a  nation  renowned  from  its  origin, 
for  the  purity  and  virtue  of  woman.  While  this 
continued,  Rome  was’  the  most  prosperous  of  all 
nations.  Women  were  plain  and  simple  in  their 
apparel,  and  their  manners  ;  and  in  their  exalted 
virtue  maintained  a  lofty  dignity,  that  moulded 
the  character  of  the  Romans,  and  laid  the  founda¬ 
tion  of  all  their  greatness.  But  when  woman  be¬ 
came  vain,  dressed  with  great  expense,  and  court¬ 
ed  the  flattery  of  man,  she  aroused  his  lust  and 
become  its  prey.  Man  found  it  too  expensive  to 
maintain  a  wife,  and  therefore  refused  to  marry  ; 
and  baiting  vain  woman  by  flattery,  he  decoyed 
them  to  infamy,  by  aiding  them  to  deck  them¬ 
selves  more  finely  ;  and  thus  that  degeneracy  of 
manners  came  on  which  in  the  end  destroyed  the 
Roman  power,  and  almost  obliterated  the  last 
traces  of  their  former  greatness. 

When  man  has  lost  his  veneration  for  woman, 
and  learned  to  despise  her,  and  hold  her  in  con¬ 
tempt  ;  he  not  only  becomes  brutally  unkind,  and 
cruel  to  her,  leaving  her  after  he  has  made  her  the 
object  of  scorn  and  odium,  abandoned  to  the 
frosty  atmosphere  of  a  cold  world,  but  he  at  the 
same  time  becomes  brutish  in  all  other  respects. 
He  is  destitute  of  all  the  finer  sensibility  of  the 
soul,  supremely  selfish,  and  destitute  of  true 
patriotism,  or  philanthropy.  Atheism  and  blasphe¬ 
my,  theft  and  murder,  are  connected  with  licen¬ 
tiousness  ;  because  this  sin  destroys  all  that  is 
excellent  in  man  or  woman.  The  murder  of 
children  ;  and  abortion  ;  a  horrid  species  of 
murder  are  common  with  the  licentious. 

Nothing  is  more  important  to  woman  than  self 


THE  SIX  OK  LICENTIOUSNESS. 


9 


respect ;  and  whatever  tends  to  overthrow  this, 
saps  the  foundation  of  her  virtue.  She  needs  not 
to  be  flattered  ;  flattery  will  insult  the  sensible, 
and  pamper  the  vanity  of  the  vain.  But  she 
should  be  respected  from  her  early  youth,  that 
she  may  respect  herself.  Nothing  is  more  against 
female  virtue  than  the  barbarous  practice  of 
treating  woman  as  an  inferior  being.  This  evil  is 
extensive;  it  is  almost  universal.  It  is  not  con¬ 
fined  to  the  harem  of  the  Turk,  or  to  the  whole 
dominions  of  Mahometanism.  It  is  one  of  the 
crying  sins  of  Christendom.  Man’s  superior  phys¬ 
ical  strength  is  the  foundation  of  this  evil.  The 
doctrine,  that  might  makes  right,  has  not  left  this 
earth  ;  and  man  according  to  this  doctrine  has 
many  rights,  and  woman  is  his  servant.  He  holds 
over  woman,  in  many  things,  irresponsible  power. 

Good  men  are  not  always  aware  of  how  much 
they  act  the  tyrant.  We  have  seen  men  for  whom 
we  would  otherwise  have  had  the  highest  respect, 
and  in  whom  we  should  have  had  the  highest  confi¬ 
dence,  as  Christians,  and  gentlemen,  neglecting  to 
answer  their  wives  when  spoken  to  by  them  in  the 
most  respectful  manner  ;  interrupting  and  dispu¬ 
ting  their  wives  when  they  were  conversing  with 
others,  and  thereby  most  deeply  mortifying  them  ; 
and  in  company  questioning  their  veracity,  ami 
their  judgment ;  and  all  this,  when  it  was  borne 
with  the  utmost  meekness.  If  these  men  should 
succeed  in  destroying  all  self-respect  in  their 
wives,  and  should  drive  them  to  desperation  and 
infamy,  their  severity  on  them  would  be  equal  to 
their  tyranny. 

On  the  subject  of  the  marriage  relation,  “  Amer¬ 
ican  Slavery  is  the  vilest  that  ever  saw  the  sun.” 
In  all  of  the  slavery  of  ancient  times,  none  was 
more  crushing  than  that  of  the  Spartans  over  the 
Helots.  It  stamps  everlasting  disgrace  upon  that 
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otherwise  noble  people.  But  no  Helot  was  sun¬ 
dered  from  his  wife,  and  children.  American 
Slavery  is  universal  concubinage.  Over  half  of 
the  territory  of  this  nation,  for  more  than  three 
millions  of  the  people,  there  is  no  law  for  marriage; 
but  there  is  law  for  dissolving,  or  annulling  the 
tie  that  binds  those  who  have  joined  their  hearts 
and  hands  in  the  fear  of  God.  Fornication  is 
encouraged  ;  and  frequently  under  the  most 
revolting  circumstances.  The  laws  of  God  are 
trampled  down,  and  churches  resolve  by  vote  to 
legalize  adultery,  saying  that  obedience  to  the 
commandments  of  God  is  impossible  for  slaves. 

Under  the  horrid  system  of  American  Slavery, 
women  are  not  taught  the  virtue  of  chastity. 
There  is  however  an  instinctive  dread  of  pollution, 
even  where  education  has  done  its  worst  to  do  it 
away.  But  this  native  modesty  is  outraged,  and 
in  spite  of  all  entreaty,  female  slaves  are  dragged 
to  infamy  if  the  arm  of  the  white  libertine  is 
stronger  than  hers  ;  and  if  it  were  not,  what 
would  resistance  avail,  where  the  libertine  has  the 
right  by  law  to  take  her  life  for  lifting  any 
weapon  against  him. 

Whether  she  be  married  or  not,  it  is  all  the 
same  ;  for  no  slave  has  a  legal  right  to  a  wife,  and 
if  he  be  bound  to  her  by  the  strongest  love,  and 
most  solemn  vows,  an  overseer,  or  master,  or  any 
white  man  privileged  to  be  on  the  plantation,  may 
enter  his  cabin,  and  drive  him  from  it  at  the  point 
of  the  murderous  knife,  and  commit  any  outrage. 
If  rape  be  committed  there  in  a  white  family,  the 
offender  is  sent  to  prison,  perhaps  for  life  ;  if  it 
be  committed  by  a  colored  man,  he  is  burned 
alive  ;  but  when  the  offense  is  committed  by  a 
white  man  in  the  family  of  a  slave,  it  is  allowed 
by  law,  no  slave’s  testimony  being  admitted  into 
court.  The  white  villain  may  seize  a  young  slave 
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in  presence  of  her  father  and  mother,  stifle  her 
cries,  and  stab  the  father  and  mother  to  the  heart, 
and  go  unpunished  ;  because  the  oath  of  the  in¬ 
jured  child  will  hot  be  allowed.  It  is  asked,  “Do 
these  outrages  ever  occur  ?”  I  answer  by  pointing 
to  thirteen  hundred  thousand  mulatto  slaves,  the 
offspring  of  violent  lust,  of  fornication,  and  adul¬ 
tery,  committed  by  licensed  white  men. 

These  sins  are  registered  on  high,  and  call  for 
divine  judgments  on  our  guilty  land.  We  have 
reason  to  fear  that  the  storm  of  divine  displeasure 
gathering  over  a  land  where  fathers  make  chattels' 
of  their  sons,  and  sell  their  daughters  for  prostitu¬ 
tion,  will  burst  upon  us,  and  our  sun  will  set  in 
blood. 
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